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News from the Pews 
Castleton Grafton Pastoral Charge  

& Communities
December 2025/ VOLUME V /ISSUE 9 Submissions to: casgranews@gmail.com

December  
Grafton services at 9:30 a.m. and Castleton at 11:00 a.m.

December 7 11:00 am - White Gift - Joint Worship at Castleton 
Worship Leader: Rev. Janet Warren 

December 14  11:00 am-Christmas Music Service - Joint Worship at St. Andrew’s 
Worship Leaders: Worship Committee


	 Guest Musicians: “Heart and Song” and Lynn Caswell

December 21   Regular Morning Worship  

Worship Leader: Rev. Janet Warren 
7:00 pm - Candlelight Service at Castleton 
Worship Leader: Rev. Janet Warren 
Guest Musicians: Brenda Manley and Grace Taylor 

December 24  7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service at St. Andrew’s 
                  Worship Leader: Rev. Janet Warren 
December 28  Regular Morning Worship                       

Worship Leader: Rev. Janet Warren 

Pot Luck  
Finger Food Luncheon  

Sunday, December  7th 

after White Gift service 
Castleton UC

   All are welcome! A BIG “THANK YOU”  

To all those who knit and/or 
crocheted red scarves for our 
World Aids Day campaign. We 
have approximately 100 red 
scarves to hang on the trees and 
posts in Grafton on December 1st.  
They will be left up until after the 
Grafton Outdoor Market event. 
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will have a  
Social Gathering  

Monday, December 15th  
1:00 pm 

Castleton United Church 

Please bring a snack to 
share along with a 

Christmas-themed poem, 
story, game, etc. to share 

with the group. 

Community 
Lunch 

Castleton United Church  
Wednesday, December 10th  

11:30 to 1:00. 

Cost $10

Cozy Comfort 
Thursday, December 18th 

Meet at St. Andrew’s UC at 10:00 a.m.  

Shopping at  
10,000 Villages in Cobourg 

“ Ten Thousand Villages is a place where you 
can explore and connect with your global 
village. …A NON-PROFIT fair trade 
organization that markets handcrafted 
products made by disadvantaged artisans.  
Our products are ethically-sourced goods and 
gifts crafted by hand for home and life.” 

 

Followed by…. 
Lunch at Arthur’s Pub 

Please contact Jean Wilson if you are 
planning on attending. 

Get Together Gals

Please add “Food Bank items” to your shopping list! 
Your contributions to the Food Bank during the past year have been most appreciated but, 
unfortunately, there is still a need for our continued help. 

Just a reminder that money is always welcome and will be well spent. Also, if buying canned soup or 
dinners, look for cans that have lids with tabs where a can opener is not necessary.  
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The Witness Blanket 
October 14 – December 13, 2025 

Museum of Lennox & Addington, Napanee 

A travelling exhibition developed by the Canadian Museum for 
Human Rights and Artist Carey Newman


“We all have stories to tell and, in order to grow in tolerance and 
understanding, we must listen to the stories of others.”  

- Elder Stan Mackay 

The Witness Blanket is a powerful art installation created by master carver Carey 
Newman to recognize the atrocities of the residential school era, honour the children 

and symbolize ongoing reconciliation. 

On a fine day in October, five of us visited the Museum of Lennox & Addington to view this 
exhibition. Unfortunately, we did not have a guide to help us understand what we were seeing so it 
seemed rather confusing and we missed many meaningful messages.  
That being said, I still encourage you to go to view this installation, but make use of the computer 
onsite to help explain the images that you are viewing. It has also been suggested 
that you could use your mobile phone to get more information on the Witness 
Blanket website.  

If you don’t want to travel to see it, I highly recommend that you read one of the 
two books, written by Carey Newman and Kirstie Hudson, on the story of how 
the The Witness Blanket came to be.  I know for certain that Brighton Public 
Library have them in their collection so I’m sure Cobourg Library would as 
well. I purchased 2 editions of this book, one for younger people and one for the 
“grups”. They are on loan at the present time but let me know if you would like 
it in the future.  

Submitted by Donna Budgen 

“We won’t run in the Museum 
again , we promise!”


